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The Textual Research of The Story of Scholar
Dong Meeting a Fairy

Xu, Hongtu*

Abstract

The long lost Story of Scholar Dong Meeting a Fairy, based on the legend of a
cowherd and a weaver has found only six melodies in Jiugongzhongshi volume nine.
The Story of Scholar Dong Meeting a Fairy, adapted by Xin Yizi early in the Ming
Dynasty, and The Story of Brocade-weaving adapted by Gu Jueyu in the mid of Ming
Dynasty, were all lost. Such espisodes as Huaiyinfengbie were included in selected
collections of Ming and Qing Dynasties. During some grass-root interviews in recent
years the author has found not only episodes of huaiyinji of Qingyanggiang, but also
the full text Huaiyinshu of Wu Opera, Ganggiang and Dongyong of liyuanxi,
Quangiang. Comparing those discovered texts, the author confirms that they are really
the descendents of Nanxi. These discoveries further verify the great popularity, the

long history and the wide dissemination of Nanxi of the Song and Yuan Dynasties.

Key Words: Nanxi, The Story of Scholar Dong Meeting a Fairy, Episode, Full Text,
Existence
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