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A Research “Every Family ‘Packs up’ and None

‘“Takes Precaution

Liu Zhizhung*

Abstract

Ever since 1950s, the proverb “Every Family ‘Packs up’ and None ‘Takes
Precaution’ ” had been frequently quoted in articles and works on the history of
Chinese literature and opera. After Kunqu Opera was named as“Masterpiece of Oral
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”on May 18, 2001, the proverb has been widely
quoted by publications introducing Kunqu, but their exposition on the proverb’s
origin, and especially of its meaning — the real history of Kunqu it carried — was not at
all correct, but seriously misleading. Based on historical documents, this article
researches on where and when the proverb came into existence and especially on the
true meaning of the proverb.
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