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The Comparison of Nankuan Jiang Shilong and

Playscripts of Nanxi Moonlight Pavilion

Yang, Shu-chuan*

Abstract

The story of Jiang Shilong and Wang Rueilan was formed in the war between
Tungusic and Mongolia. Since Mongolia besieged Yan Jing, the capital of Tungusic,
Tungusic moved its capital to Bian Liang. It was after that time that some writers of
Yuan Tzarjiuh, Nanxi and Hua-ben novel scripts obtained material for their stories from
this event. An example would be the Nanxi Moonlight Pavilion, which we can see now
was influenced by Yuan Guan Hanging’s Tzarjiuh Moonlight Pavilion.

The development of the versions of Nanxi Moonlight Pavilion can be generalized
from the process of some old anthologies and scores of Qu, such as Collected Excerpts
of Yuan Scores and Southern Tunes, Early Edited Southern Tunes, Newly Edited
Southern Tunes, and San Lai Southern Tunes developed to the Shihdetang edition which
was closer to the old ones, and the Jiguge edition, which was adapted by people at the
time of the Ming Dynasty.

Nankuan preserves a lot of datum of Nanxi Moonlight Pavilion such as “Beside
Deep Woods and Merchant Shop” collected in the Ming Dynasty, playscript “Full of
Spring”, the Small Liyuan oral script Jiang Shilong and five other scenes, the Collection
of String and Wind Music and eight other lyrics and so on. Comparing them with the
text of Nanxi Moonlight Pavilion, we can easily find how the inheritance of the later
passed to the former, as well as the variations after the localization of Nanxi.
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