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The Diaspora Narrative of the Ming Dynasty Opera
Qianzhong lu

Shen Hui-Ju"

Abstract
At the turn of the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911)

dynasties, playwrights of the Soochow school created many scripts of high
drama. Among them, the legend Qianzhong lu, a story based on the life of
Emperor Hui (Jianwen) of the Ming dynasty, made Kunju Opera popular
and encouraged Qing dynasty playwrights to write more Chuanqi stories

on Emperor Hui of the Ming dynasty.

Emperor Hui’s whereabouts has become a mystery ever since
Emperor Chengzu of the Ming dynasty (r. 1403-1424) ascended the throne.
Emperor Hui died in conflagration when Emperor Chengzu launched the
“Battle of Jingnan.” However, Emperor Hui’s body was never found (or
the body could not be identified). Therefore, it was rumored that Emperor
Hui somehow escaped the carnage. This unsolved mystery still resonates
to this date.

At the turn of Ming to Qing, playwright Li Yu and his colleagues used
the story of Emperor Hui to remind people that they should still be loyal to
the Ming throne. However, the present author believes that this is a

reflection of diaspora among the former Ming officials.

For Emperor Hui, the final destination was to return to his homeland.
To Li Yu and his fellow playwrights, to find a home for their souls were

the wishes of all dissipates.

* Associate Professor, Commission of General Education Ching Kuo Institute of Management

and Health.



On the basis of this theory, we find more depth into the diaspora
narrative by the Soochow school playwrights. The present article attempts
to reconstruct its multi-faceted implications from the diaspora narrative

perspective.

Key words: Qianzhong lu, the Kunju Opera of Soochow, diaspora narrative,

Emperor Hui (Jianwen) of the Ming
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