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The Process and Development of the Adaptation of a Zheng
Music Tune: The Case of Fenhong lian from Chaozhou

Hui-Ling Huang”

Abstract

Fenhong lian (Pink Lotus) is a well-known piece of Chaozhou zheng music. Rich
and expressive in melody, its tempo, style and tonality are all equipped with the most
diversified characteristics and representativeness. Along with the spread of dramatic
arias and the vigorous development of Chaozhou music, Fenhong lian has become the
representative of Chaozhou zheng music. Embedded with traditional inheritance and
thick in its unique local style, it occupies a very important position in the development
of Chaozhou zheng music. In recent years, musician Yang Xiuming adapted it to
zhugong diao (all keys and modes), integrating not only a variety of characteristics in
traditional prosimetric music but also the full use of instrumental and vocal music to
enrich different expressions. This article addresses the characteristics between the two,
namely narrative music and that of instrumental and vocal music, in this new version of
Fenhong lian, such as timbre, range, performing techniques, intensity changes, modal
tune of conversion, and rhythm patterns to analyze the course of adaptation of this zheng

music tune.

Key words: Chaozhou Zheng School, Chaozhou music

* The President of Tan Van Zheng orchestra.
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