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Reconsiderations on the Dual-Role Played
by Drama Artists : Ritual Specialist and
Status

Xie, Jian

PH.D. Candidate, Department of Cultural and religious studies,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

According to the classic Chinese drama theory from famous
anthropologist Barbara E. Ward, theater artist acts not only as an actor, but
also a ritual specialist. In Ward" s theoretical system , precisely due to
actors serve as a ritual specialist ,they are considered to be more than actors
,in a metaphysical level.

In order to enrich the readers' understanding the this classic theory

of Wards ,this paper made a further exploration on the status of drama
artist against the Chinese traditional society ,especially during Ming Qing
Dynasties ,in physics respect.

This paper begins from the Ward’ s classic Chinese drama theory,

make a discussion about the overlapping of theater artist and ritual
specialist social background under the Ming-Qing Dynasties and the
mobility and motivational affect impacts on theatrical troupe *  social
status. drama troupes strolls among the solid agricultural society .On

one side, they can overflow into villages , cities, and any kind of society
units .There are so many difficulties in the administration of the fluid
power - that is why they always coexisted with ritual specialist and made
the main contribution to power with anti-intention. On other side, drama
performance is the ritual origin of faith of folk power. That is why drama
troupes were seemed as one of the anxiety origins ,posing a threat to
orderly imperial society,and rejected seriously in a physical respect.
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