MBRHERMBENERRAREES®

e

B 37 5 1 B 8 K 2 B SR B HUR

IRAVRHER S ST S EEN T B RE AR > &
AR B S N R R © DR B A RIER SO R & > SR
FEB N AR > A ABRER P AR B Rt - SR EAER IR
i R 2R 2 AR - G R TR R IE R R I 230 2 =

ACH (R ~ (IATHRERD ~ CGRRI=%) K& (ME
TEETRER]) FEN = Her IRt - fREEH ROBREREET - Hat
=R HASRTEAEEA R - SE AR REEIE 2 B - SO
Bz T ~ SO DABDRRIE 2 s ~ B 23R A2 - 5L BR]
SEAERHIEIFRIF LR SRR O - EiaEsm - B A SRR ~ 1K
B AES R~ Follni e S - w8 REREEIN S - DR
AVEE A ROoTHEE S (BISETEN 2 2L > BERAIEET RIS E Mm%
T WISy ERSCE R

BREER : BB, BB, B



The Application and Beliefs of

Examination plots in Ming Tzarjiuh

Chen-Yin Chen

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese,

National Kaohsiung Normal University

In Yuan dynasty, the Imperial Examinations are executed strictly under

considerable emphasis of the emperor. It also has deep influence on the

life of the literati at that time. Literati" s spirits and characteristics can be

easily found in Ming Tzarjiuh. Literature thus mirrored the life at that time.

This paper examines Examination plots in Ming Tzarjiuh, exploring their

applications and beliefs presented in the development of different stories. It

is hoped that the differences, or variations, of Examination plots in Yuan-

Ming Tzarjiuh can be illuminated through this research.

This paper zooms in on the Examination plots that appeared in ~ “The

collection of Ming Tzarjiuh”™ , “Extant Copies of Ming Tzarjiuh” ,
“Three Episodes of Tzarjiuh” ,and “Mo Hua Xuan Tzarjiuh” , etc.

(more than three hundred books on Ming Tzarjiuh); differences can be found

in the emphasis of relevant plots, in the key use of these plots in the story

development, in the additional plots, in the use of pleasant endings, or in

the checkered career of literati. There are several characteristics that inform

in these Examination-related Tzarjiuh stories, including rich and poor preordained,

melancholy wrought by failure on multiple examinations, life

reflections on giving up on fame, exposure of cheating on examinations. In

terms of plots involving examinations, the number of Yuan Tzarjiuh eclipses

that of Ming Tzarjiuh. The variety of plot use in Ming Tzarjiuh, however,

ostensibly overshadows that in Yuan Tzarjiuh. This adequately reveals the

literati’ s spirits and characteristics.
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