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From Shangxiaju System to Bangiang system

Lu, Ying-Kun~
Abstract

Besides Qupai system ( {if#4% ) and Bangiang system ( fizf%¢5g ) , there are also Xiaoqu
system (/\iHi#E ) and Shangxiaju System (| ~NaJ§8 ) in the musical structure of traditional
Chinese opera. Xiaoqu system and Shangxiaju system are the most original and simplest
musical structure in the traditional opera: Xiaoqu system might be the predecessor of the
Bangiang system; Shangxiaju system could be considered as the Bangiang system's
predecessor. The Bangiang system is characterized by variation of the meter, which is also the
main boundary between Bangiang system and Shangxiaju system. Although the variants of
the meter have already existed in the Bangiang system in the early time, due to the lack of
musical autonomy, which haven't have the necessary conditions to generate Bangiang system.
The Shangxiaju system emerged very early, but the formation of Bangiang system could only
be traced back to Emperor Qianlong period of Qing dynasty.
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