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“The broken casserole”,““Make a sword”,*“Hit the King of the
kitchen”and““Hit the cherry’’the artistic characteristics and
the teaching experience of the ba sic four dramas for the

traditional Chinese opera clo wn characters.

Ding, Yi-Bao*
Abstract

Xu Wei, during the Ming dynasty described the clown character of the traditional
Chinese opera in his book“The record of Nanci”as“the character with the face painted by
powder and ink besides, looks ugly”. It was his personal opinion or even bias for this
character. In the article of“The art of the clown in the traditional Chinese opera”, NiouPiao
said that:*“ As a character that cannot be short of, the clown character had formed a unique
performing set naturally. With the feature of funny and humorous, the actors can laugh, curse
and criticize the current events, ridicule the evil, fight with the wrong. Besides, these are the
endless artistic charm of the clown character.”. The clown character once been described as
something“raise and good for the spirit, make people tireless.” like a bowl of“Ginseng
soup”by Li Li Wong. By the way, SiaoJhangHuaJhih also not only compare the art of the
clown as a‘“seasoning of delicacies”which can“increase and fresh the flavor”’but also some
kind of thing with the function of*“stimulate the appetite and relieve the fatigue” and these are
why it can become a character that“everyone can enjoy, no matter how intellectual or normal,
smart or stupid” and be loved by people.

Life is like a drama, and drama also like a life. The clowns of the traditional Chinese
opera gag on the stage, create pleasure for their audiences and then satisfy and happy with the
applause from them. However, the satisfaction and happiness are temporarily, after the stage
lights slowly turn dark and the stage curtain falls, at the very end of the melody, nothing
remain but empty, this is the image of a life! | have left the stage and turned into school (to
teach the clown character), teaching is a career that matter of moral, all | can do is to insist on
serious and responsible attitude, do my best and what | can cautiously trying to complete my
duty.
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