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Through ‘Desire’ to See the Bannerman Songs of

“Journey to the West” Adapted from the Novel
Su, Heng-1+

There are eight kinds of Bannerman Song (Zidi Shu) adapted from  “Journey
to the West”  that can be seen today. Each section selects the unit story of ~ “Journey
to the West”  as the theme. In the direction of the material, most of the novels
are based on the plot of immortals and ghosts’  fighting. But the creators of the
Bannerman Songs do not use that plot, and used the ~ ‘secular desires’  as the
theme. And through the argument between the immortals and ghosts, the theme of
lust is highlighted in the works.
This thesis takes the perspective of  ‘desire’  as the viewpoint, discusses the
adaptation of the Bannerman Songs of ~ “Journey to the West” adapted from the
novel, and analyzes the transformation process of  ‘immortals and ghosts novels’
to ‘seculardrama’ from the transformation of literary thoughts. And Bannerman
Songs of  “Journey to the West”  have three main desires, such as lust, appetite, and
material desire, as marked by that text, and focus on how these desires are presented
in the text and the meaning of the survival instinct represented by them. Secondly,
from the dispute between the un-worldly and worldly, the discussion of the dialectic
of the two values guides the dramatists to face the desires of life and the interest in
the values debate. Through this analysis, we can find that the Bannerman Songs of
“Journey to the West”  carry out and deepen the desire plots in the novel itself,
through the interesting plots of the debate process and the two narrative modes of
the prophetic desire book, so that the dramatists can project the emotions. Characters
in the play and agree with the inner desires of the self. Through the adaptation of
the Bannerman Songs of  “Journey to the West” , can also understand the various
possibilities of the adaptation and interpretation of  “Journey to the West”  between
the novel and the opera.
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