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On the Tune Names of Qu

Zhuang, Yongping*
Abstract

The tune names of qu have carried the music messages for thousands of years in China.
Their primary contribution lies in maintaining a large quantity of Chinese traditional
melodies through the form of the tune names of qu which indeed contains very rich reserves.
The tune names of qu are products of Chinese literature and art. They integrate the logical
thinking of music unique to the nation and form the specific frame for tune structures. Based
on the homologous characteristics between tones and words, the tune names of qu lead to
the creation mode of“composing lyric according to sound” . The tune names of qu exist as
they represent the most original and natural features of national language and music. Such
a mode of creation has dominated the creation of Chinese traditional tones for a long period
of time. It is also the principal reason for the tune names of qu to take shape. Just as how
the ancient poetry, lyrics and melody are perceived today, they are the model of tone
structures in various dynasties. An important link in the whole tone system, they also fully
represent its classical esthetic sensibility. Therefore, research on gain and loss of the tune
structure through the comparison between Chinese and foreign music is helpful for us to
understand or recreate the national music inheritance nowadays.
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